
hi there,

below you will find all the texts of the „wimbi-website“, (english version) including the navigation buttons, ready to be translated into the language of your choice.

as soon as i get your translation (word format if posssible(.doc)), i will set up a site in that language and put it online.

i thank you very much for the effort and your intrest in the project.

yours

dirk räppold, oelde, february 2009

p.s.: i can not pay you for your work, but, if you like, i will be happy to put your name in big letters on the „partners page“ and link it to a site of your choice or to make e-mails sendable to you by clicking on your name, just as you wish.

you will also get a credit on the about us page, if you like.

p.s.s.: one more important thing, i do not consider myself much of a writer, i think i said roughly what i wanted to say, but you can probably change how things are said and that might be for the better. (i want to be funny and positive rather than bagging and depressed)

from here you will find the texts to translate (the blue texts)
wimbi
kids view water
you dont have to stick with that slogan, if you can come up with someting catchy involving:

a) kids, b)photography, c) water in your language it would be great.
the words for the menu: 

(short words please, if possible, there is not much space on the buttons!)

home

classes


color mixing


photograms


pinhole portraits

galleries


water people


travelling duck



sub marine


water closets


flying water 

waterscapes


black duck

kibanda
stories

partners

contact

downloads

about us or something like the german impressum

homepage
the project
wimbi - the wave, is collecting water-photography from all over the planet exhibiting it, worldwide, to identify the problems and conflicts arising from a rapidly growing number of people sharing an ever shrinking reservoir of water.

the pictures were taken with pinhole- and disposable cameras by children, who photographically document and artistically describe the water, or lack of water surrounding them. the children are between 11 and 16 years old and come from various cultural and social backgrounds.

all participating students will have extracurricular classes on the basics of photography.

i got the idea in cape town, south africa in 2003, while i was teaching photography for the frank joubert arts centre. i ran two workshops in the townships and made "water" the topic of final exercise since we wanted to participate in cape towns "earth day". there was a follow up class in the town of essen, germany in the winter 2005/6 and in 2008 i did two classes in nairobi, kenya, one together with the goethe-institute at the german school nairobi and the other at the kibagare good news centre, a christian school in a slum.

in march 2009 the model schools, orissa, india will follow, then oelde, germany and jerusalem, israel.

this is a privately funded non-governmental initiative.

for the continuation of the project i depend on donations. every help is welcome and appreciated.

for the project in india i still need support. especially a plane ticket from germany to new dheli. please help, if you can!

dirk räppold, oelde, germany, february 2009

picture descriptions home: 
open sewer, slum, nairobi, kenya

in the pool, nairobi, kenya

bad news, nairobi river, nairobi, kenya

flying water, nairobi, kenya

sidebar home:
*wimbi

*wimbi (swahili) = wave

**ewaso nai beri (massai) = "the place of cold water", (nairobi)

classes:
the basics of photography

the classes are designed to teach the basics of photography to 15 to 20 students within 27 hours, over a two week period.

the materials used in these classes can easily be bought anywhere in the world or brought along. the darkrooms we use are mostly improvised by converting storage spaces in the schools that have little or no windows. we do need electricity and, of course: water.

the classes can be divided into theoretical and practical exercises. the theory consists of audiovisual presentations on the subjects of light, optics, photo related chemistry, camera-construction, colour harmony, -theory, and design basics like composition and perspective, as well as a short trip through art history as far as photography is concerned. 

practically we set up dark rooms and learn how to use them, making photogramms and developing prints from the pictures we took with our self-made pinhole cameras.

and there is a written exercise inventing stories about famous photographs.

finally, the results of the theoretical and practical exercises can be put to use in the photography of water, which concludes the classes

picture descriptions classes:
classroom, cape town, south africa (videostill)

pinhole camera, self portrait, cape town, south africa(videostill)

writing exercise, nairobi, kenya

excurse underwaterphotography, nairobi, kenya

sidebar classes:
/

sidebar color mixing:
at the end of the rainbow...

one practical exercise following my teachings on colour theory is the mixing of secondary colours from primaries with pencils, felt-pens and water colours.

all though the provided form leaves little space for creativity, the results look highly individual!

sidebar photograms:
ABC...

these typefaces were exposed onto photographic paper with the light of a torch. the photogram is the first job in the darkrooms that we improvise in the schools.

the alphabet was then used for the poster announcing the opening of our exhibition "ewaso nai beri" at the goethe-institute nairobi.

sidebar pinhole portraits:
...say cheese...

...if you can. to sit, not winking an eye, for twenty minutes, in the sun and smile at a cardboard box in front of you, while half the school is jumping around and telling you as many jokes as possible is a zen-challenge that few can handle.

galleries:
about the pictures

first, in class, we brainstorm on water, maji, wasser or amanzi and the students think about their individual approaches of the subject.

after i have explained the handling of the cameras and warned about the most common mistakes (finger on the lens, or on the flash; to far away from subject etc.) everybody gets his or her own camera and off they go...

all pictures were taken using fuji-quicksnap 400 flash cameras. these are fix-focus-, 35 mm-, compact cameras with a built-in flash and 27 exposures at iso 400. since the cameras are disposable the kids do not have to worry about them when doing heavy-duty-stunt-photography. the pictures are developed on the spot and scrutinised in class. after everybody's pictures have been discussed everybody is going for a second round, this time taking care about that finger on the lens...
picture descriptions galleries:
langa secondary school, cape town, south africa, 2003

isimileah secondary school, cape town, south africa, 2003

german school nairobi, nairobi, kenya, 20008

kibagare good news centre, nairobi, kenya, 20008

water people sidebar:
man meets maji*

people in, on, under water. drinking and washing, cooking and swimming. in the rain or on the lake...

the kids take us into their homes and out on the road, and show where "man meets maji*".

*maji (swahili) = water

travelling duck sidebar:

the big migration

iris schürch and susanne koch from the german school nairobi went on safari to document the annual "passage of the rubber ducks".

et voilá:

sub marine sidebar:
uthe hunt for red october

in nairobi we had some experiments with disposable underwater cameras.

here are a few images...

water closets sidebar:
toilets

the water closets are shown here representing all those bucket-, bathtub-, shower- and cooking pot-pictures that accumulate like dust under a couch. 

these pictures are all the same, but each one is different from the others. i hope to have many more...

flying water sidebar:
out of the blue...

annika rudolph and maike stoehr faced a technical challenge, trying to catch water on the fly.

joseph njau, peter kinyanjui and michael ateieri can be seen facing the water literally.

waterscapes sidebar:
water-landscapes

the superficial beauty of exotic locations is confronted with the merciless destruction of the environment . 

it is good to see, that almost everybody devoted some of their pictures to this topic.

...and remarkable, that in cape town, surrounded by the oceans, only one person went to the beach.

black duck sidebar:
bata nyeusi

bata nyeusi - the black duck, is living a life of it's own in the slum of kibagare, nairobi, kenya, as documented by ann njambi.

*bata nyeusi (swahili) = black duck
kibanda:
kibanda

kibanda is a by-product of our work with the pinhole camera.

whereas taking portraits of one's self and one another posed a physical challenge in terms of sitting still for about twenty minutes, to find the beauty in the buildings of a slum can be described as an aesthetic exercise.

the pictures were mostly taken by three people forming a crew, or in some cases, a gang of some sort; one for the camera, that was in advance, armed with a sheet of photographic paper in the darkroom, a second person in charge of the school seat which would be used as a tripod, the third and final student was the master of the watch and as such in charge of the exposure time.

once a decision was reached concerning the choice of the building the camera would be placed firmly on the stool and the play-doh (tm)- shutter removed from the lens (hole) to expose the picture.

over the next twenty minutes a small crowd would gathering on the scene inquiring and discussing the possibilities, pros and cons of international pinhole photography.

if "the master of the watch" would not be drawn to deeply into these discussions he would then close the shutter after the appropriate time had elapsed and return it to the lab where the picture would be developed.

i like these pictures very much and i think they will be part of a separate architecture project.

*kibanda (swahili) = small hut

kibanda picture descriptions:
supermarket, kibagare slum, nairobi, kenya

duka, kibagare slum, nairobi, kenya

kibanda sidebar:
*kibanda

*kibanda (swahili) = small hut

kibanda cape town sidebar:
kibanda* cape town, south africa

these pictures were taken in langa and isimileah, two notorious slums in cape town, south africa.

the pictures were captured using self-made cardboard cameras. the red/green pictures are 3d photographs (pinhole cameras!), viewed through appropriate glasses the images appear to be three dimensional. depending on the cloudiness the exposure-times were between 15 and 20 minutes. the persons depicted in some of these pictures had to try and not move during that time.

the buildings represent a cross section of what you will find around the two schools i was working in, amongst others a supermarket, a greengrocer's, a hairdresser and a small photo studio.

*kibanda (swahili) = small hut

kibanda nairobi sidebar:
kibanda* nairobi, kenya

these pictures were taken in kibagare a slum on the outskirts of nairobi, kenya.

the pictures were taken with self-made cardboard-pinhole cameras and converted cookie-boxes. you can see one of the cameras in the colour picture at the beginning of the slideshow. depending on the cloudiness the exposure-times were between 15 and 20 minutes. the persons depicted in some of these pictures had to try and not move during that time.

the buildings represent a cross section of what you will find along the slum's high street. amongst others a furniture factory, a kindergarten, a supermarket, a water outlet (!), a circumcision-clinic and again a little photo studio..

*kibanda (swahili) = small hut
stories:
a picture vs.1000 words

within the workshop there is one special exercise: the invention of a story of at least 1001 words (a picture says more than a thousand words), describing a very famous photograph. the pictures are landmarks of photographic art history but mostly unknown to the students.

all the pictures are taken from: the photo book (editors of phaidon press, the photo book, 1997, phaidon press), and distributed to the children at random in closed envelopes.

the challenge is to invent a story (independent from what the image is really about) of what happened before the photo was taken, or about what is going to happen next, - big fun, very nice stories.

you can find some of the results in a little book on the download page.

i want to thank phaidon books for their support.

partners:
many thanks!

without the support and generous help of a lot of people wimbi would never have made as far as here.

i want to thank everybody for their help, their donations and price reductions, thei patience, late hours and night-shifts as well as their open hearts and ears and the trust in me and my ideas.

i also want to thank all the principals and teachers at the schools i visited (and everybody working there) for their hospitality and advise.

last not least i thank my students for the time and effort they dedicated to project, for crazy and funny ideas an hanging on.

thanks!

p.s.: for the project in india i still need support. especially a plane ticket from germany to new dheli. please help, if you can! (your name)
contact:
contact

to send me a message, please fill in the form. 

(* required field)

your name:

your e-mail adress:

concern:

your massage:

yes, i want to get mails from wimbi.net. put me on the list!

reset

send

please, click only once!

downloads:
downloads

files for you:

wimbitextgb.doc

the english texts of this website as a word file, for those who want to help me translate it.

material and price list
a list of all materials needed for one class and their prices (in german!)

a picture vs. 1000 words
a book with invented stories about famous photographs (photographs courtesy of phaidon books)

pinhole blueprint
how to built your own pinhole camera (still to come!)

about us:
ownership of the site: 

dirk räppold

alte holzstr. 5

59302 Oelde

fon 02522/83 26 27

vat. ident. nr.: DE 191 163 112

mail: info@wimbi.net
url: www.wimbi.net
links to other sites

this site may contain links to other independent third-party web sites (“linked sites”). these linked sites are provided solely as a convenience to our visitors. such linked sites are not under wimbi's control, and we are not responsible for and do not endorse the content of such linked sites, including any information or materials contained on such linked sites. you will need to make your own independent judgment regarding your interaction with these linked sites.

disclaimers

wimbi does not promise that the site or any content, service or feature of the site will be error-free or uninterrupted, or that any defects will be corrected, or that your use of the site will provide specific results. the site and its content are delivered on an “as-is” and “as-available” basis. all information provided on the site is subject to change without notice. wimbi cannot ensure that any files or other data you download from the site will be free of viruses or contamination or destructive features. wimbi disclaims all warranties, express or implied, including any warranties of accuracy, non-infringement, merchantability and fitness for a particular purpose. wimpbi disclaims any and all liability for the acts, omissions and conduct of any third parties in connection with or related to your use of the site and/or any wimbi services. you assume total responsibility for your use of the site and any linked sites. your sole remedy against wimbi for dissatisfaction with the site or any content is to stop using the site or any such content. you agree to this limitation of relief as a part of the terms of use by using this website.

we reserve the right, at our sole discretion, to change, modify, add or remove portions of this site, at any time.

copyright, as far as not indicated otherwise:

for the pictures from the wimbi-project:

© 2003, 2006, 2008, 2009 dirk räppold/the authors

for the pictures from the book: editors of phaidon press, the photobook: 

© 1997 Phaidon Press

marken

alle marken oder warenzeichen sind eingetragene marken oder eingetragene warenzeichen ihrer jeweiligen eigentümer und ggf. nicht gesondert gekennzeichnet. aus dem fehlen der kennzeichnung kann nicht geschlossen werden, dass es sich 

bei einem begriff, oder einem bild nicht um eine eingetragene marke oder ein eingetragenes warenzeichen handelt.

  

webdesign: © 2009 www.formvorrat.de
made with rapid weaver by realmac software using the "float-theme" from elexir graphics.

the flags on the homepage courtesy: www.famfamfam.com/ lab/icons/flags/
picture description about us:
pinhole camera portrait, cape town, south africa, 2003 

(p.s.: i stopped more than a year ago!)

please notice that all wimbi text are in small letters and i will also put the translations online in small letters.

